











each motion has ripple effects, intended and

unintended, for generations upon generations.

Q: How does the Indian diasporic
experience compare to other

diasporas?

The Indian diaspora is a lot older than one might think, living

in the United States where it’s mostly a newer phenomenon
(although large numbers of Indians did come to the United States
in the 1880s as well). There’s a theory that the Romany (“gypsies”)
originally migrated out of India, which would make the diaspora at
least four thousand years old. Only the Jewish, Chinese, and African
diasporas would compare in age, size, and scale.

Today, because of wars and other displacements and the relative ease
of global travel, more people from more places are living in diaspora
than ever before. Each group of people has a unique history and it’s
impossible to draw direct comparisons, but I think there are some
common threads that can be explored: Choice or lack of choice.
Nostalgia. Identity formation. Generation gaps. Sexuality and
gender roles. Change and resistance to change.You can play mix-
and-match: pick any one of those and any diaspora, and you’ve got
a great dissertation topic, movie plot, etc.!

Q: Speaking of movies, who would play Minal in
the Bollywood version?

Wait, that’s the big question my relatives asked me! How
did it get into this interview? Are you my cousin, too?

My mother, Bhanu (left), with
school friends in Fiji, ca. 1960.




